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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
ROGERS of Kentucky). The Chair will
entertain up to 15 requests for 1-minute
speeches on each side of the aisle.

————

WELCOMING DR. MONA HANNA-
ATTISHA TO THE JOINT SESSION
OF CONGRESS

(Mr. KILDEE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, I am
proud today to have Dr. Mona Hanna-
Attisha, the daughter of Iraqi-Amer-
ican scientists, the physician who
helped expose the Flint water crisis, as
my guest at the joint session and the
address by the President tonight.

Simply put, Dr. Mona, as her pa-
tients call her, is a hero. Her persist-
ence exposed a terrible manmade crisis
that poisoned my hometown, and she
has been an incredible partner in the
fight for resources to help fix the prob-
lems in Flint. Her personal story of
coming to America from Iraq reminds
us of the many important contribu-
tions that immigrants make.

In Donald Trump’s world, though, Dr.
Mona may not have been there for
Flint kids. She is an Iraqi immigrant.
In Donald Trump’s world, she would ac-
tually have been turned away. She
would not have been the hero to thou-
sands of Flint families.

She is the epitome of what makes
America great and what it means to be
an American citizen. She stood up for
what was right. She exposed the facts
in Flint, Michigan. In the face of bul-
lying, she spoke truth to power, and
she persisted. She is a hero. She is
what makes this country great. She is
what is good about the United States
of America—an immigrant to this
country who stood for the people of my
hometown.

She is a message, and her presence
here today is intended to send a mes-
sage to the President of the United
States and to the rest of the country
that that is what makes America
great. She adds to the fabric of this
country, and I am grateful to have her
here today.

————

REVOKE PASSPORTS OF THOSE
WHO JOIN FOREIGN TERRORIST
ORGANIZATIONS

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, over
260 Americans have traveled to Iraq
and Syria to fight for known foreign
terrorist organizations. When they re-
turn back to America, they are not
coming back to open up coffee shops.
They are coming back to do mischief
against us.

The most important job of govern-
ment is to protect the citizens. That is
why my colleague, BILL KEATING, and I

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

have introduced the Foreign Terrorist
Organization Passport Revocation Act.
It directs the Secretary of State to re-
voke passports of those Americans who
have joined foreign terrorist organiza-
tions. They are still citizens, but they
cannot travel back to the United
States or to any other country. The
only way they come back to the United
States is under arrest by law enforce-
ment in handcuffs.

This is a bipartisan bill that will stop
these Benedict Arnolds from coming
back at all. If someone takes arms up
with our enemies, that person deserves
to be treated like an enemy.

And that is just the way it is.

————————

WELCOMING BRUCE BAILLIE TO
THE JOINT SESSION OF CONGRESS

(Mr. KILMER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. KILMER. Mr. Speaker, when you
come in to Bremerton, Washington, on
the ferry, you see one of my favorite
sights. It is Building 460 of the Puget
Sound Naval Shipyard, and it says on
the side of the building: ‘‘Puget Sound
Naval Shipyard Building on a Proud
Tradition.” Puget Sound Naval Ship-
yard is far and away the largest em-
ployer in the region I represent, and
these are men and women who take
great pride in their work and have done
so for over 125 years.

They are also critical to the success
of our Navy’s national security mis-
sion, but too often in this town, they
don’t get the respect they deserve.
That is why my guest this evening is
Bruce Baillie with the Bremerton
Building and Metal Trades Council.
Bruce is a local leader for our shipyard
workers, and I want to make sure that
this new administration understands
how important this workforce is to our
country.

These are not just talented profes-
sionals. They have been amazing part-
ners in putting together an action
agenda for shipyard workers that we
introduced last week: exempting our
shipyard workers from the hiring
freeze which is critical to our Nation’s
security, making sure that retired
servicemembers—our veterans—are
able to secure jobs in our Defense De-
partment, and halting policies that
lower the compensation of defense
workers—changes in per diem and over-
time policies that affect their take-
home pay.

It is important that we have the
backs of these vital workers, and that
is why I have invited Bruce Baillie as
my guest this evening.

———

RARE DISEASE WEEK ON CAPITOL
HILL

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, this week marks Rare
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Disease Week on the Hill. Many Mem-
bers of this House will meet with pa-
tients, caregivers, physicians, family
members, and advocates from across
the country about how their lives are
impacted by disease.

The National Institutes of Health
considers a disease rare if it affects
fewer than 200,000 people across the
United States. Many times the disease
is accompanied by uncommon or mis-
matched symptoms that make diag-
nosing the illness difficult, and many
times such illnesses are without a cure.

Mr. Speaker, before I came to Con-
gress, I was a healthcare professional,
and I have seen firsthand how dev-
astating a disease or injury can be to
an individual and to families.

I welcome the rare disease commu-
nity to Washington this week, and I
look forward to meeting with Rep-
resentatives from the Fifth District of
Pennsylvania, including Tom Weiser,
James and Jean Rickard from
Bellefonte, Pennsylvania.

Education can help shape healthcare
policy, Mr. Speaker, to better meet the
needs of the rare disease community,
and I am pleased to be a part of that
conversation.

DONALD TRUMP AND VLADIMIR
PUTIN

(Ms. KELLY of Illinois asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute.)

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker,
last week I hosted a dozen of con-
stituent events in my district. At every
turn, families asked the same question:
When will Congress investigate the
President’s involvement with Russia?

I have received many calls and e-
mails about Russia for weeks. The
American people are deeply and rightly
concerned with this administration’s
involvement with the Putin regime. We
know the President’s hand-picked na-
tional security adviser was forced to
resign over his communications with
Russia. We know that if Moscow did in-
deed influence our free elections, we
have a duty to stand up against those
threats and not sweep them under the
rug.

We do not support Putin’s human
rights record, his treatment of journal-
ists, or his invasions of Georgia and
Ukraine, where my grandmother was
born.

So why is the people’s House pro-
tecting Vladimir Putin? Why are we
not standing up to President Trump
and investigating his dealings with the
Putin regime? What are we afraid of?

To my colleagues on the House Over-
sight and Government Reform Com-
mittee, what are you afraid we will
find out if we investigate?

Mr. Speaker, when are we going to
get answers for the American people?

Lastly, I welcome Chicago WVON’s
Matt McGill and Planned Parenthood’s
Donna Miller to tonight’s joint session.
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